
Parish Clerk’s Report
4 February to 26 February, 2009

Item 3b: Construction of Mill Path:  At the time of writing, I am awaiting an estimate from Alan Tinlin 
of Elsdon for the fencing element of the proposal.  I have been promised this estimate in advance of the 
meeting.

Following discussion at the last meeting, the estimate received from the second contractor has been 
reviewed and resubmitted to the Chairman:

Path
Labour £1600.00
Dumper hire and digger (cash price) £400.00
Materials £1546.10 ex VAT (£1778 inc VAT)
Total is £3778 with £232 VAT reclaimable.
 

Gateway concreting
Labour £100.00
Materials £32.52 ex VAT (£37.40 inc VAT)
Total is £137.40 with £4.88 VAT reclaimable.

Fencing and gates
Labour £960.00
Materials £620.39 ex VAT (£713.45 inc VAT)
Total is £1673.45 of which £93.06 VAT reclaimable.
 

This second contractor is not VAT registered.  As a result, if labour and materials costs are separated, and 
the Parish Council purchases the materials, the whole-job cost would be £5,588.85 with VAT of £329.94 
reclaimable from the gross cost of the materials.  Otterburn Mill has suggested making a contribution of 
£1,500 making the Parish Council’s share £3,759, if all of the VAT is reclaimed.  £4,350 has been set aside 
in the 2009/10 budget for the construction of the path and associated costs, for example legal costs.  

Item 3c: The green at Willowgreen: I have now been provided with contact details of G. Towers & 
Son’s representative and will be writing to the individual in the coming days.

Item 3d: Development Charter Update: The following email was received from the Northumberland 
Association of Local Councils the final draft of the Charter:  The two documents referred to in the text 
are available if anyone would like to read them.

“This [the Charter] has been through various stages of discussion, consultation, amendment and refinement, 
before being endorsed by the NALC County Committee and by the County Council Executive. I also enclose, 
for information, a report on the consultation exercise, and the main drafting changes which were recommended, 
and have now been made, as a result.

 
The Charter is to be presented to a meeting of the full County Council in early April. However, it is already 
being used to influence the design of various policies and procedures for the new Authority: for example, with 
regard to the handling of planning applications, and the consideration of Licensing Act applications.

 
As you will be aware, changes in the arrangements between parish councils and the Authority regarding the 
provision of services such as play areas and allotments are not due to take effect during the forthcoming 
financial year (2009-10), but there will need to be a great deal of preparatory work and discussion in the months 
to come.

 
We will be putting in place a mechanism for monitoring and implementing the Charter, and we will also need to 
ensure that there are regular meetings open to all parish councils, in each part of the county, not only to keep 
everyone abreast of developments but also to take stock of how things are working. 

 
In addition, I gather that some events for parish councils concerning town and country planning arrangements 
are currently being planned.  Signed by David Francis of the Northumberland Association of Local Councils
 

Item 4b: Invoice received from Tynedale Council: An invoice for £49.46 has been received from 
Tynedale Council for Trade Refuse collection between October 2008 and March 2009.
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Item 4c: Donation request from the RTC Sports Centre:  In the last financial year, the Parish Council 
awarded a grant of £350 to the RTC.  A letter from the Treasurer requesting a donation in the current 
financial year has been received as follows: 

“I am writing to request that the Otterburn Parish Council considers making a donation during 2009 towards 
the Rede, Tyne and Coquet Society, a charitable organisation which operates the Rede, Tyne and Coquet (RTC) 
Sports Centre in Otterburn.

The trustees recognize, and greatly appreciate, the extremely valuable support offered over many years by 
Otterburn Parish Council. This has enabled the charity to continue to support improvements in the health 
and welfare of the community by making available a variety of sport and leisure activities that residents of the 
Rede, North Tyne and Coquet Valleys might otherwise find it difficult to access.

Activities enjoyed during 2008 included a weekly badminton club, netball practice facilities for the Bellingham 
Netball Club, 5-a-side football for adults, football coaching for children aged 5 to 15, volleyball taster sessions 
and weekly exercise classes aimed at older participants. The centre is also available for booking at any time by 
individuals wishing to arrange their own leisure activities.

In addition, a holiday play scheme helps working mothers to remain in employment and, towards the end of the 
year, we have begun opening the centre on a Friday evening so that young people can use the sports equipment, 
thus providing a valuable focused and supervised evening activity for teenagers. We have also recently invested 
in Football Association approved goalposts to enable organised league football matches to be played at the 
sports centre

In total, there have been over 2500 visits to utilise the facilities during 2008.

All of these activities were available at subsidised rates made possible by our charitable status and the valuable 
donations made by organisations such as yours. This means that people who might ordinarily be unable to 
afford to take part in sporting activity have a chance to participate.

In 2009, the trustees would like to expand the menu of activities available so that even more people in the 
Rede, North Tyne and Coquet areas can benefit. We also need to carry out important maintenance work 
on the building during the year so that activities can continue in a safe and comfortable environment. To do 
this, we must maintain and increase our income and hope, therefore, that you will feel able to make a donation 
towards the costs of running and maintaining this valuable local resource.

If you would like to hear more about our work and plans, I would be happy to arrange for a representative to 
meet with you.”  Signed by Michael Parr, Treasurer

Item 4d: Request for a donation from Community Action Northumberland: In the last financial year 
the Parish Council awarded a grant of £50 to CAN.  The organisation provides a valuable service to the 
Parish Council via Community Action and the Northumberland Association of Local Councils.

Item 5a: Planning Application NCC 08/00083/CCM; Upgrading Otterburn Waste Water 
Treatment Works: This application was AGREED by the Parish Council in the summer of 2008.  NCC 
has now approved the application.

Item 6a: Otterburn Traffic Management and Liaison Committee Meeting held on 19 February, 
2009:  The Vice chair and I attended this meeting which had been arranged particularly for the MOD to 
advise Parish and Local councillors of forthcoming AS90 movements on the A696.  Two are planned, the 
first on 26 February, 2009, the second on a date to be decided between 15-26 March, 2009.

Although not an agenda item, it was announced that Northumberland County Council has earmarked an 
additional £1m to reinforce and repair stretches of the A696/A68 during 2009/10, over and above 
£750,000 already allocated.

Item 6b(1): Hanging Baskets: Tynedale Council has again offered to supply hanging baskets this year. 
Four were ordered last year and I would propose the same order this year.

Item 6b(2): ‘Narrowing the Gap: A review of Education and Learning in Northumberland’: This 
consultation document has been received from Northumberland County Council and is available to any 
member wishing to read it.

Emma Anderson
26 February, 2009
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